PRODUCTION   AND  THE  IDEOLOGICAL   SUPERSTRUCTURE
quences of the changed mode of production in the last
two centuries of the Republic, the exploitation of the
conquered nations, the large estates and the usurious
practices of the Optimates, the misery of the masses, one
part of the population having grown immoderately rich
and the other intolerably poor, the whole social system
was put out of gear, the new ideas were bound to come ;
in what heads they first arose depended on the necessary
degree of intelligence.
All right, we should say, this proves only what an
important part is played in all historical movements and
changes by personal gifts and by intelligence. Moreover,
the Romans themselves knew perfectly well that every-
body is affected by great economic changes. They knew
from experience that discontented masses are apt to be
riotous and that, whenever this happened, persons were
found who proposed some plan for redress, plans which,
in some cases, led to important consequences and in
others proved abortive. And all educated persons in
the nineteenth century knew as much as this. We did
not need Marx and Engels to tell us. Marx and Engels,
however, enunciated a doctrine different from this
hackneyed wisdom, they asserted that all opinions and
ideologies are determined by the conditions of produc-
tion, which is to say that given conditions of production
will of necessity produce a certain corresponding ideo-
logy. But neither Marx nor Engels nor any of their
followers was ever able to demonstrate that this is really
the case. The episodes from Roman and from our own
history which he quotes as cases in point, prove, like
the instances given before, that the same conditions of
production are liable to produce quite different ideologies
in different minds. Nor could any of these writers ever
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